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https://www.waterdiplomat.org/story/2024/10/international-humanitarian-law-and-challenges-contemporary-armed-conflicts
https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/draft_articles/9_6_2001.pdf
https://www.justia.com/international-law/use-of-force-under-international-law/
https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/cyberspace/cyber-conflicts
https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/cyberspace/cyber-conflicts
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https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/06/un-experts-condemn-israeli-attack-iran-and-urge-end-hostilities
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/07/iran-deliberate-israeli-attack-on-tehrans-evin-prison-must-be-investigated-as-a-war-crime/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DLVJblbJ4c7/
https://docs.un.org/en/CCPR/C/GC/36
https://docs.un.org/en/CCPR/C/GC/36
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/declaration-right-peoples-peace
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-1
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-1
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-4
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/full-text

VE0 ol =

MJGJ"CL“L;S’J&‘J"‘ Lgu)lfj)l.w oJ\{)J uﬁ’.""&" &Lk U’:MJ'-" C"b rjt'.w.n cJ..‘I..a éjia- ci,:- Q‘Ji.&»ﬁj}l
S alem 5 0T a8l Il y (655TaL sliwly o aSh ¢ i B LIS Aad L 46 a5 ola i 60l Mol o

el Ol s 5 68 53 5 & il 5 053 OLL 3

74



olﬁ\%udg‘,..\ﬁj)a;,,w@Ua;;,t,;fﬂ,;ﬁ,i—fﬂu;ﬁwww

™1 (&5 P Madl g T L Ol gl (S 0n Gulsi 9> Sbawly
LbLb adhe otils Jdl o 5yl iyl onlid )87 (g gmtiils — (55 yma | s okons

O Corse 0 a5 iloy 5l 0 1y Sl Y (abl oy 2ST1L Ol (oDl (5158 e VE2F ole 5 F 536 50
4 Sy 53 Ol g wenad al 255753 G o 4 ) (TAEA) ol (551 (Ml 15T b (658
o3ls » Jotie & ez O 56 i 3BT 5 5287 (glatd Slunl 4 1K aT odoeze VLI 5 1 el allss ¥l
L lassen oled B iles oo ke 1y g el ok sy 55 OLgSS (61555 o g 5 bl a0 e 33 5 0ok
o Gl g e CaaSTl 4T SLej b sl Cad g |y (glazn Sl 4 0Ly 54 s alaz 1 ul5T
S b8 e sdalee slael 51 (K Olgea Olpl o8l pl 338 Bis 01l (Ml (5 seer
5 4 kb g ol Sl il ol pen 4 Mol mlaw 55 g 5 BB S sladely L5 o (NPT) glazn
& S g 5 1l Cunds amlin Olesl aaliBl s 5 aclil pde odalan o Ol Slgas (s 4
3313 500 ST L 01l (6518 Gubts 51 (56 B i slaaly 5 ¢ uil3T

Olosly 4eb Gl 5 5 aelil pute sudalan Lo Ol Slikgai-)

VAVs Lo 3 5 03 505 Laal 5 4olil ple otalan Olon b (glaiun (slagh b 28 wie oidalas VAPA JLo 3 0|

Slaar O b Sl dgate (glaten ;2 s &K Ol sea Ol pl codalas pl ¥ osle ollas bl y o goad 4 |y OT

pde 5 (sl ST (slaolasly s 4 e 1y Ol gl 55 48la pute autalne ¥ osle Vi 0S5 355 b A5

S5l sl o 55 5 g 4 pske INFCIRC/183) ¢ uil3T L molr Olosly asbiGil 5 o 3o 4 Ol ipas

353 3o A b S b Sl (6 (6,8 peandl s 4 o (slatn DLl 35 50 55 AN
¢ laznn 3lgs Candg 390 53 uilT 4 V.E..a ‘_;l.auijf &yl b g e gla 2S5 5 (glatun sl ae (6352 50
54558 00 SIS LOT 55 et 3150 S O pl 5 Glazed Sl &) 15T Oluy5l g 25 o5

b T3 55 HESLL L w68 2ol 3T L ) Ses
Sl L5 BOT LaE 5 Llodd b Glatn 65,0 ) jmTbo salizal I Olrabl gl g oy
S 5 gai sl 55 1y adalas opl Bloudl STy Yoot Jlo 53 Ol el s osdle il azils Jlis & o> 5 5
s JolS by JSS cpl Wl o ges on ool 3 uil3T (51 1) (5703 28 DMl 5 (oo s ¢ [T 5 (ol

35 8 g YA b 55 (JCPOA) S e oIl malor sl 3l odowze SV 9 5 51 oy OT (61l 5 A5

Yo
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https://treaties.unoda.org/t/npt
https://treaties.unoda.org/t/npt
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/infcircs/1972/infcirc153.pdf
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https://armscontrolcenter.org/countries/israel/
https://fas.org/initiative/status-world-nuclear-forces/
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https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/25/06/gov2025-38.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/25/06/gov2025-25.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/infcircs/1972/infcirc153.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/infcircs/1972/infcirc153.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/statute.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/S/RES/1718(2006)
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/documents/gov2005-87.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/documents/gov2005-87.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/S/RES/1737(2006)
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IAUNS Letter to the UN Secretary-General

His Excellency Mr. Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations

With deep regret and growing alarm, lranian Association for UN Studies writes to
express grave concerns over the US and Israel’s aggressions against our beloved
country and nation. The series of systemic violations of peremptory norms of
international law, unfolding with impunity before the eyes of the international
community, threaten not only the integrity of the UN Charter but the very
foundations of international peace, security, and international order.

Breach of the Peremptory Norm Prohibiting the Act of Aggression

The repeated and deliberate resort to armed forces and cross-border attacks
constitutes a flagrant and undeniable breach of international law norm prohibiting the
threat or use of force under Article 2(4) of the UN Charter. This norm stands as one
of the cornerstones of international legal order.

Illegitimacy of Self-Styled Doctrines of "Preemptive" or "Preventive™ Self-Defense
The actions in question cannot, by any stretch of legal interpretation, be justified
under Article 51 of the Charter. Even the highly controversial doctrines of
“anticipatory” or “preventive” self-defense, which lack recognition in customary
international law and have been repeatedly rejected, fail to provide any legal
justification for the above-mentioned acts of aggression.

Attacks on Nuclear Facilities and the Collapse of the Non-Proliferation Regime
Perhaps most dangerously, attacks on nuclear facilities, which pose catastrophic risks
to public health, the environment, and regional stability, directly violate Article 56 of
Additional Protocol | of the 1949 Geneva Conventions and raise profound concerns
about the collapse of the global non-proliferation regime. These acts, notably
committed by a permanent member of the UN Security Council, risk setting
dangerous precedents with global consequences.

Attacks on Medical Facilities and Personnel

The bombardment of hospitals, medical teams, and volunteers of the Iranian Red
Crescent Society protected under international law regardless of the conflict status, is
a grave breach of the Geneva Conventions and constitutes a war crime. Such actions
are morally reprehensible and legally indefensible.

Assassination of Scientists and Non-Combatants

The deliberate targeting and assassination of nuclear and missile scientists, who are
deemed civilian professionals who do not take any direct participation in hostilities, is
a blatant violation of international humanitarian law, including the principle of
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distinction enshrined in Article 51 of Additional Protocol | to the Geneva
Conventions.

Normalization of the Language and Practice of Political Violence

We are witnessing the alarming normalization of the rhetoric and practice of
assassination in mainstream political and media discourse. Terms such as “targeted
killing” or “preemptive elimination” have crept into everyday language, blurring the
lines of legality. This shift is deeply dangerous and undermines decades of efforts to
counter it.

Targeting Prisons and Endangering of Prisoners and Families

The intentional targeting of detention facilities, thereby placing the lives of inmates,
staff, and visiting families at risk, is another alarming manifestation of disregard for
international norms and humanitarian obligations.

Targeting infrastructures

Compounding this complicity are the attacks on civilian infrastructure, including
airstrikes on airports, residential neighborhoods, and urban public systems. These
actions constitute clear violations of international humanitarian law, most notably
Article 52 of Additional Protocol | to the Geneva Conventions, which explicitly
prohibits attacks on civilian objects and mandates the principle of distinction between
military and civilian targets. The indiscriminate targeting of densely populated areas
has resulted in the deaths of innocent civilians and the widespread destruction of
homes and some of the essential infrastructure, amounting to collective punishment
and raising serious concerns.

Passive and Active Complicity by Other States and International Institutions

Even more disturbing is the passive acquiescence, or in some cases, active
encouragement offered by certain members of the UN. The continued failure of the
UN Security Council and other international institutions to explicitly condemn these
violations amounts to complicity, whether active or passive, in acts of state-sponsored
violence and terrorism. This inaction stands in direct contradiction to UN Security
Council Resolution 1373 (2001).

The Security Council s Paralysis and the Erosion of Collective Security

The persistent failure of the UN Security Council to take meaningful action in
response to these escalating violations has seriously undermined the credibility of the
United Nations and its collective security apparatus. In light of this paralysis, we urge
the immediate convening of an Emergency Special Session of the General Assembly
under the “Uniting for Peace” resolution (A/RES/377), to address these grave and
systematic breaches of the Charter by one of its own members.

Your Excellency,
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The United Nations was created to prevent the very crimes we are witnessing today.
To remain silent in the face of such clear violations is not neutrality but it is
complicity. The international community must not allow the selective application of
international law, nor tolerate a culture of impunity for those who wield power
irresponsibly. The credibility of this organization, and the future of international legal
order, hangs in the balance.

This issue is even more pressing as we approach the 80th anniversary of the United
Nations: eighty years since the promise to save the world from the scourge of war,
while we witness the crumbling of the very tenets designed to deter threats to
international peace and security. We therefore respectfully call upon Your Excellency
to take urgent and decisive action within the framework of the United Nations to
uphold international law,, and restore the credibility of this institution. History will
judge the choices made at this moment.

Please accept Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.

Iranian Association for UN Studies
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A Coup Against International Law: The Threat of Trumpism and Zionism to
Global Peace and Order

Mostafa Fazaeli-Professor of International Law at the University of Qom

Trumpism and Zionism stand today as the most urgent and dangerous threats to
international peace and security. The strategies and actions pursued by these two
regimes effectively amount to a direct assault on international law and the very
foundations of the legal order that governs relations among nations. Their campaigns
of aggression against Iran (in this regard, see Mousavi’s post on this blog) exemplify
not only unlawful use of force which Marko Milanovic calls it ‘quite clearly illegal’,
but also constitute clear cases of wars of aggression and crimes against peace—
offenses that undermine global stability and set a deeply troubling precedent for the
rest of the world.

The persistent acts of aggression by the Zionist regime against Iran, alongside the
Trump administration’s military assaults on Iran’s nuclear facilities and sites which
some have characterized them as ‘“shooting at international law”, represent
unmistakable instances of orchestrated wars of aggression and crimes against peace.
These hostilities are not isolated incidents; as long as such aggressions continue, the
violation of peace remains ongoing, amounting to what international law recognizes
as acontinuing crime. Moreover, the deliberate targeting of individuals, civilian
infrastructure, and sensitive nuclear sites does not merely breach the rules of armed
conflict—it qualifies as the commission of war crimes, and, depending on the scope
and consequences, may rise to the level of crimes against humanity. Actions that led
to the condemnation of Israel’s act of aggression against Iran by various UN experts
on June 20, 2025 (here). Such repeated violations threaten not just a single nation, but
erode the very foundations of international legal norms meant to protect all of
humanity from the horrors of unbridled conflict.

At the heart of the international legal order lies the principle that states, as primary
members of the global community, are bound by both treaty-based and customary
obligations. When a state deviates from these established norms—through its policies
or actions—it exposes itself to the risk of international legal consequences and
sanctions. To uphold these critical obligations, especially those concerning the
maintenance of international peace and security, the international community has
established specialized organizations. These bodies are not merely symbolic; they
possess the authority and responsibility to monitor states’ conduct, identify breaches
of international law, and determine the appropriate responses to violations. Their role
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https://unstudies.ir/iauns-forum/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82%DB%8C-%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%84%D9%87-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B1%DA%98%DB%8C%D9%85-%D8%B5%D9%87%DB%8C%D9%88%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/prohibited-force/meaning-of-prohibited-use-of-force-in-international-law/D3F24205371E07D4FB66BC6F19C92010&ved=2ahUKEwja7fbcrYmOAxVwU6QEHVNiG9kQFnoECBwQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0A_BNmsgTVnLF6zfACSYX_
https://www.ejiltalk.org/the-illegal-israeli-american-use-of-force-against-iran-a-follow-up/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-94-011-8821-0_2&ved=2ahUKEwjOy7mjrYmOAxXFKvsDHc0pC18QFnoECDEQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3zd_Imnnyr2lD0a1CR1LcZ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.cambridge.org/9781107028845&ved=2ahUKEwiH3ZvLrYmOAxXzNPsDHSuCD0IQFnoECCgQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0PZ2askpzm-aG7Ib7d8HUa
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Is essential in holding states accountable and preserving the integrity of the
international system.

States are fundamentally prohibited from taking unilateral action or relying solely on
their own subjective assessments in matters concerning international peace and
security. The global system is designed so that responsibility for investigating and
responding to alleged threats or breaches rests with duly authorized international
organizations and institutions. These bodies are entrusted with the legal mandate to
examine claims, determine violations, and coordinate collective action as appropriate.
When states bypass these mechanisms and act arbitrarily, the result is the erosion of
international order—potentially ushering in a lawless environment where might
supersedes right. Within this framework, the United Nations—and specifically
its Security Council—stands as the principal authority charged with maintaining
global peace and security (Art. 24 of the UN Charter). Any claim regarding the
existence of a threat or breach should be brought before this body, which alone
possesses the legitimacy to make such determinations and coordinate international
responses (see: Arts. 34-37 of the UN Charter). Nevertheless, international law
recognizes the inherent right of a state to defend itself if subjected to armed attack,
until the Security Council has taken the measures necessary to maintain international
peace and security. (Art. 51 of the UN Charter).

Disarmament and arms control form a critical part of states’ legal obligations aimed
at safeguarding international peace and security. Among these, the nuclear non-
proliferation regime plays a pivotal role, requiring states to prevent the spread of
nuclear weapons while simultaneously upholding their legitimate right to utilize
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes (here). The International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) serves as the central authority tasked with enforcing this dual
framework. Its responsibilities include monitoring states’ compliance with non-
proliferation obligations and facilitating access to peaceful nuclear technology for
nations adhering to their commitments. In this delicate balance, the IAEA acts as the
global guarantor of both security and equitable technological development—ensuring
that the benefits of nuclear energy are not overshadowed by the risks of proliferation.
As afull member of the IAEA, the Islamic Republic of Iran is bound by its
commitment to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons, while also retaining the
inalienable right to develop and utilize nuclear energy for peaceful purposes (here).
The logic of international law is clear: if a state party is denied the rights explicitly
granted under a treaty, its continued participation in that legal framework loses its
justification. For over two decades, Iran has faced intense scrutiny and has been
subjected to some of the most comprehensive inspections and monitoring ever
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conducted by the IAEA. These measures arose out of persistent allegations
guestioning the exclusively peaceful nature of its nuclear program. Under established
international practice, any actions or decisions regarding Iran—whether relating to
compliance or alleged violations—properly fall within the exclusive purview of the
IAEA, not the discretion of individual member states. In fact, neither the states party
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) nor even the members of the IAEA Board of
Governors possess the legal authority to unilaterally initiate measures against Iran. It
Is even less acceptable for non-member states to attempt to interfere in this highly
regulated international process.

Accordingly, any attempt to impose unilateral sanctions or undertake coercive
measures against Iran under the pretext of nuclear non-compliance lacks legal
legitimacy. In fact, such actions themselves amount to violations of the very
provisions outlined in the NPT. Unilateral interventions stand at odds with the core
principles of the current international legal order and undermine the carefully
constructed multilateral mechanisms designed to ensure global security and
cooperation.

The Trump administration’s attacks on Iran’s nuclear facilities and sites constitute a
blatant breach of universally recognized international rules. As scholars such
as Milanovi¢ and Gill aptly state, the Israeli attacks against Iran cannot be justified
under the rubric of self-defense. In the same vein, the use of force by the United
States against Iran is likewise unlawful, as it cannot be justified as collective self-
defense of Israel (here). Specifically, these actions directly violate Article 2(4) of the
United Nations Charter, a peremptory norm (jus cogens) that unequivocally prohibits
any threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of a
state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations.
Such measures also represent a clear contravention of the international legal
framework governing the peaceful use of nuclear energy—including the core
obligations of the NPT, relevant IAEA resolutions, Security Council Resolution 487
(1981), and fundamental principles of international humanitarian law—which
collectively prohibit threats or attacks against peaceful nuclear facilities.

Beyond those violations, these attacks disregard essential rules and provisions of
international humanitarian law—including Article 56 of Additional Protocol | to the
1949 Geneva Conventions, which protects nuclear power plants and similar
installations during armed conflict. Furthermore, they defy United Nations Security
Council Resolution 487 (1981), as well as several related IAEA resolutions (such as
Resolutions 444 and 533), all of which reinforce the prohibition of strikes on nuclear
installations. Taken together, these violations not only jeopardize a single nation’s
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rights, but also erode the global legal standards that protect humanity from the
catastrophic risks of nuclear escalation.

The seriousness of these violations is even more pronounced when the perpetrator is a
permanent member of the United Nations Security Council and an active participant
in the IAEA—institutions entrusted with safeguarding the very international legal
order now being undermined. When such a state disregards its obligations and acts in
violation of the norms it is meant to defend, it sends a profound message of
lawlessness and hegemonic ambition. This behavior demonstrates a troubling sense
of impunity and arrogance, suggesting that power and self-interest are being placed
above the rule of law and the authority of international institutions. Ultimately, such
actions not only erode the credibility of key organizations like the UN and IAEA but
also threaten the foundations of global governance and collective security.
Remarkably, the Israeli regime—despite not being a party to the NPT—attempts to
hold member states to obligations it refuses to accept itself. Under international law,
only NPT signatories may invoke the Treaty’s mechanisms or call for compliance
from fellow members; any alleged failure by a party to uphold its obligations must be
addressed through the IAEA, not through unilateral measures—especially not by a
state outside the Treaty framework. Israel’s persistent refusal to join the NPT, its lack
of transparency regarding its own nuclear arsenal, and credible reports indicating the
possession of hundreds of warheads, all severely undermine its standing to challenge
or act against other states on nuclear issues. For a non-signatory to assert authority in
this realm, or worse, to threaten or undertake military action based on unilateral
accusations, is both legally untenable and deeply destabilizing.

If Israel claims that Iran’s activities pose a real threat, the only legitimate and proper
channel available is to present its concerns to the UN Security Council. Even if pre-
emptive self-defense could be justified in theory, Israel was not facing an immediate
existential threat so serious that it had no option but to use of force (here);
alternatives such as recoursing to competent international institutions were still
available (see: here). It is worth mentioning that even an author such as Michael
Schmitt that argues for Israel’s right to self-defense against Iran, expresses hesitation
regarding the permissibility of anticipatory self-defense by Israel, even assuming that
Iran’s nuclear program constitutes an existential threat to it (here). Respect for this
process is essential to preserve the integrity of international law and to prevent the
dangerous normalization of extra-legal and self-proclaimed enforcement of
laws. Should Israel claim that Iran’s activities pose a genuine threat, the correct and
only legitimate channel available is to present its concerns to the UN Security
Council. Respect for this process is essential to preserving the integrity of
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international law and preventing the dangerous normalization of self-appointed,
extra-legal enforcement.

There is no ambiguity: the Israeli regime’s military operations against Iran, along
with the Trump administration’s attacks on lranian nuclear facilities, represent
unequivocal examples of wars of aggression and crimes against peace
(see: here, here and here). Such acts directly contravene Article 2(4) of the United
Nations Charter—a cornerstone of modern international legal system that embodies
one of its most fundamental and inviolable norms. Under established legal doctrine,
aggression on this scale amounts to a crime against peace, and this violation is
considered ongoing for as long as hostilities and military aggression continue. These
actions not only violate the sovereignty and security of a single state, but also
threaten the entire framework of international order designed to prevent exactly this
kind of unlawful use of force.

In the current landscape, it is unmistakable that Iran stands as the victim of an
aggressive war and armed attacks (here). Under Article 51 of the UN Charter, every
state that suffers such attacks retains the inherent right to self-defense. As long as acts
of aggression by the Israeli regime persist—and in the absence of effective measures
by the UN Security Council to halt them—Iran is entitled to exercise this right (here).
The same legal principle applies to acts of military aggression by the United States:
so long as effective Security Council intervention is lacking, Iran’s right to
proportionate and reciprocal defense remains intact under international law.

This right to self-defense is not discretionary; it is fundamental and enduring. Iran
may invoke it either individually or, where circumstances demand, collectively in
cooperation with other states. This entitlement endures for as long as the aggression
continues, forming the legal bedrock for any defensive military actions Iran might
undertake in response. At the same time, Iran retains the right to seek international
accountability for the crimes of aggression committed against it—not only by the
Israeli regime but also by its principal backers, especially the United States. This
includes the pursuit of both state responsibility through diplomatic and legal avenues,
and individual criminal accountability for those officials who direct or perpetrate acts
of aggression and related crimes (here). These rights extend to the victims and those
who have suffered losses, and crucially, they are not subject to any statute of
limitations. The Iranian government, its citizens, and other aggrieved parties may
assert these claims before relevant national and international tribunals, ensuring that
Impunity does not prevail.

The broader implications, however, extend far beyond one country. The aggressive
posture and policies adopted by both the Israeli regime and the US amount to nothing
less than a coup against the very foundations of international law and global order.
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This situation gives rise to the troubling question of the death of international law in
our era. Such conduct imperils not just regional stability, but the entire international
community and the achievements of modern civilization. Historical precedent is
instructive: especially from 1973 to 1975, Zionism was internationally recognized
and condemned as a severe threat to global peace (see: A/IRES/3379 (XXX)). Today,
that threat not only continues—it has intensified, emboldened by the overt and
regrettable support of certain Western governments, most notably the Trump
administration.

If such behavior by the US and the Israeli regime is allowed to go unchecked—if the
world acquiesces to their unlawful and coercive actions—the damage may be
irreparable. The painstaking progress made toward global peace and security over the
past century risks being undone. The international community faces a critical choice:
to stand firm against this assault on the rule of law, or to accept a future defined by
submission and appeasement in the face of unrestrained aggression. Only a unified
global response can address this crisis and uphold the principles on which the
international order is built.

Concluding Remarks

The persistent patterns of conduct demonstrated by the US in the sphere of
international peace and security have increasingly cast doubt on the state’s ethical
and legal qualifications for permanent membership on the UN Security Council.
Under the UN Charter, the Council’s permanent members are entrusted with a unique
mandate: not only to wield power, but to do so in accordance with the highest
standards of international law, good faith, and collective responsibility. When a
permanent member systematically fails to observe these standards—frequently
pursuing unilateral or selective approaches to peace and security—this failure
undermines both the legitimacy of the Council’s composition and its very capacity to
maintain international order.

Parallel concerns arise in the case of Israel’s continued membership in the United

Nations. Israel’s persistent disregard for the foundational principles enshrined in
the Charter—most notably, its ongoing and systematic denial of the right of self-
determination to the Palestinian people, which constitutes a well-established norm
of jus cogens under contemporary international law—stands in direct contravention
of Article 4 of the UN Charter. This provision stipulates that membership in the
Organization is open to peace-loving states which accept the obligations contained in
the Charter and are able and willing to carry out these obligations. Israel’s refusal to
end its prolonged occupation of Palestinian territories and its repeated violations of
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core UN principles call into question its continued eligibility for membership on a
legal and normative basis.

The recent acts of aggression by these two regimes (Trumpism and Zionism) against
the territorial integrity, political independence and sovereignty of Iran, as well as
their perpetration of grave crimes against the Iranian people, have starkly and more
unmistakably than ever exposed their fundamental disregard for international law.
Such persistent and egregious disregard for peremptory norms and Charter principles
by states occupying central positions within the UN system does more than
undermine their own legitimacy: it erodes the credibility and functional authority of
the United Nations as a whole, threatening the normative foundation upon which the
modern international legal order rests. Ultimately, when foundational obligations are
treated as optional by those entrusted with upholding them, it creates a crisis of
confidence that may encourage other states to disregard international norms and
weaken collective security mechanisms. If unaddressed, this erosion of trust can
accelerate the fragmentation of the rules-based international system, making the
pursuit of genuine global peace and justice ever more elusive.

The US and Israel, through direct military attacks on lranian territory and critical
infrastructure, notably including nuclear facilities, incur clear international
responsibility under the UN Charter, customary international law, and fundamental
principles of state and individual responsibility for acts of aggression and war crimes.
These actions not only constitute serious breaches of international peace but also
violate core prohibitions against the use of force and the targeting of protected
civilian and nuclear sites. While the political realities—particularly the veto power of
permanent Security Council members—may hinder effective international action,
Iran nonetheless retains the right and necessity to exhaust all available avenues.
These include invoking Article 35 of the Charter, submitting detailed evidence to the
United Nations and human rights bodies, and urging the General Assembly to
convene special sessions and pass condemnatory resolutions. Iran must also mobilize
support within regional and international organizations, such as the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, BRICS, and the Non-
Aligned Movement. Additionally, Iran can cooperate with international legal experts
to trigger independent action by the International Criminal Court’s Prosecutor and to
galvanize global public opinion, thereby increasing international pressure for
investigation and accountability of both state and individual perpetrators, even in the
face of political obstacles.

88



olﬂ\%udg‘ﬂ\ﬁj,a;,,w@Ua;;,t,;fﬂ,;ﬁ,i—fﬂu;ﬁwww

The Palantir Paradigm: How Al-Driven Targeting in the Twelve-Day War
Challenged the Foundations of Jus in Bello

Amir Mohammad Majidi - Master's student in Public International Law at University
of Tehran

The Twelve-Day War of June 2025, initiated by a series of surprise Israeli attacks on
key military and nuclear facilities within Iran, marked a definitive turning point in the
history of modern warfare. This conflict was not merely an escalation of regional
tensions; it was the first major state-on-state confrontation fundamentally defined and
executed through the pervasive use of artificial intelligence. Israel spends a lot on Al,
robotics and unmanned systems. While the strategic implications of the war continue
to be analyzed, its most profound legacy lies in how it exposed the deep
vulnerabilities within International Humanitarian Law (IHL). This essay argues that
the extensive use of Al-driven targeting systems during the Twelve-Day War,
particularly those developed with firms like Palantir and deployed by the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF), fundamentally challenged, and in many cases breached, the
core principles of jus in bello. By automating and dramatically accelerating the
military “’kill chain”, the conflict forced a critical question: did the established laws of
war survive this new technological paradigm?

The Al "Target Factory" in the June 2025 War

The operational tempo of the Twelve-Day War was dictated by Al. The initial Israeli
strikes on June 13th demonstrated an unprecedented ability to identify, vet, and
engage hundreds of targets across Iran simultaneously. This capability was built upon
an Al-powered infrastructure often described as a "target factory". Central to this
were platforms like "The Gospel”, designed for infrastructure analysis, and the
controversial "Lavender" system, used for identifying individual operatives. The
Gospel and Lavender can immediately make available information on the status of a
potential target. These systems, developed with the expertise of data-mining firms
such as Palantir Technologies, allowed the IDF to move beyond traditional
intelligence cycles and into an era of mass data processing. Palantir's software and Al
platforms are reportedly being used by Israel in its conflict with Iran, specifically in
areas like targeting and surveillance. By analyzing everything from satellite imagery
to digital communications, these platforms generated target lists at a velocity that
made human-centric oversight a near impossibility, setting the stage for significant
legal and ethical challenges throughout the conflict.
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The Principle of Distinction Under Algorithmic Scrutiny

The cornerstone of IHL, the principle of distinction, mandates that parties to a
conflict must always distinguish between combatants and civilians, and
between military objectives and civilian objects. The Twelve-Day War demonstrated
how Al can systematically erode this principle. During the Iran—Israel war, by 28
June 2025, Human Rights Activists in Iran (HRANA), reported that Israeli strikes
Killed 1,190 people and wounded over 4,000, including 436 Civilians and 2,071
injuries. The Lavender system, for instance, did not identify targets based on direct
evidence of hostile acts but on algorithmic correlations—assigning individuals a
score based on metadata proxies. This practice of creating a statistical "combatant"
was central to the targeting process, meaning individuals could be condemned by
algorithmic association rather than their direct actions. Consequently, the legal line
between a legitimate military target and a civilian who simply fit an algorithmic
profile became dangerously blurred, leading to documented cases of misidentification
and raising questions about whether the principle was respected in practice.
Proportionality and Precaution in an Age of Accelerated Warfare

The IHL principles of proportionality and precaution are designed as a bulwark
against excessive civilian harm. Proportionality forbids attacks where incidental harm
would be excessive in relation to the military gain, while precaution requires all
feasible measures to avoid it. The sheer speed and scale of targeting during the
Twelve-Day War rendered these principles almost moot. When an Al system can
generate hundreds of targets daily, the capacity for genuine, context-specific human
judgment is lost. Military commanders were reportedly operating with pre-authorized
thresholds for collateral damage, a formulaic approach that is antithetical to the
judgment required by law. Furthermore, the velocity of the kill chain, combined with
the cognitive load on operators, made "feasible precautions” functionally impossible.
This led to widespread "automation bias,"” where the output of the Al was trusted
implicitly, short-circuiting meaningful human review.

Meaningful Human Control: A Framework That Failed the Test

The legal and ethical safeguard intended to prevent such outcomes is the doctrine
of "Meaningful Human Control* (MHC). This concept, supported by a broad
coalition of states and NGOs, insists that humans must retain ultimate authority and
moral agency over the use of force. The Twelve-Day War served as a stark case study
of this framework's failure. While an operator was technically "in the loop" for every
strike, their role was often reduced to that of a validator, not a deliberator. Presented
with a target vetted by a trusted Al, their ability to independently question the system
was severely compromised. The control exercised was a procedural checkmark, not
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the substantive, meaningful judgment that IHL demands to ensure accountability and
prevent unlawful deaths.

Conclusion

The Twelve-Day War was more than a conflict; it was a paradigm shift in warfare. |
think architecture of jus in bello, conceived in an era of human-speed conflict, is
profoundly ill-equipped to regulate a battlefield governed by the logic of algorithms.
The systematic challenges to distinction, the erosion of proportionality, and the
hollowing out of meaningful human control were defining features of the conflict.
Therefore, to call what happened in June 2025 a simple "evolution” of military
technology is to fundamentally misunderstand its nature. This was a rupture. The jus
in bello, a body of law written by humans, for humans, and based on the limitations
of human cognition and speed, was confronted by a non-human intelligence to which
its core assumptions no longer apply. The war of June 2025 thus leaves the
international community with a deeply unsettling legacy and an urgent mandate for
a radical rethinking of arms control and international law. It proved that without new,
robust legal frameworks, future conflicts will be fought at a speed and scale that
leaves humanity, and the laws it created, far behind.
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